
Dear West Annapolis Families, 
 
We appreciate everyone’s patience and support as we launch into our testing season. 5th Grade is taking their Maryland Integrated Science Assessment 
or MISA in the first week of March. All students are also having their reading levels reassessed through our F&P benchmark system. Third quarter  
assessments for reading, math, and science will also take place at the end of the month. Students’ literacy achievements will be recognized and they will 
be setting new goals for the end of the year. I cannot say how proud I am of all of our students’ growth and how they have taken the initiative to focus 
on their continued growth. Their excitement is truly amazing! 
 
Kindergarten registration for the 2018-2019 school year begins on April 4th.  Enrollment at this time is not mandatory, but it is preferred as it enables 
the school to better prepare for the upcoming school year.  Enrollment continues throughout the summer and into the start of school in the school year, 
which includes students new to the area for all grades. If you meet a family who will be enrolling children at West Annapolis, please ask them to call the 
school office to schedule an enrollment appointment. Getting students registered as soon as possible helps us with planning and having accurate     
enrollment numbers. 
 
I’m sure everyone has also been working diligently over the winter months on your Science Fair Projects in order to be prepared for the Science Fair on 
March 26th. We look forward to seeing our future Retriever Scientists show off their knowledge. The Science/STEM Fair is an optional event for     
students. Our Science Fair Night for parents will be held on March 27th from 5:30-6:15pm.  
 
Believe it or not Spring Break is also just around the corner. Students will be out of school for Spring Break on March 29th - April 2nd. During Spring 
Break the school office will be closed.  Schools will reopen on Tuesday, April 3rd.  

One last reminder…PARCC testing for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders will be coming in May. Be sure students are in attendance and have a great breakfast to 
fuel their thinking for testing.  Let’s think spring and hope we have encountered the last of the snow.  

  

      Happy Spring!! 

      Jen Bennett 

      Principal, West Annapolis Elementary  

Principal’s Message 

Mark Your Calendar 
March 

2nd  NO SCHOOL– Parent/Teacher Conferences 

  Movie Night– 6 pm 

5th  Reading Assembly 

6th-7th  Gr. 5 MISA Testing 

9th  Interims go home 

13th  PTA Meeting, 7 pm 

19th  Vision & Hearing Rescreening  

20th  Gr. 3– Culture  Presentation Assembly 

  PTA Restaurant Night– Chipotle  

21st  Gr. 2—Annapolis Maritime 

West Annapolis Elementary 

March 2018 

Retriever Newsletter 
Cultivating Life-Long Learners 

April 

2nd-   SCHOOLS CLOSED– Spring Break 

4th  K Registration Begins 

11th-12th 2 Hour Early Dismissal– End of 3rd MP 

23rd  Career Day– PM 

  PTA Ice Skating Night, 6-8 pm 

27th  Science Fair Night, 5:30 pm-6:15 pm 

29th-30th SCHOOLS CLOSED– Spring Break 

 



Treats in School 
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In accordance with AACPS Food &         

Nutrition Services policy, a reminder that 

all treats served at WAES must be store 

bought and contain a list of ingredients.  

This is for the safety of our students.  We 

will no longer be able to accept 

homemade treats to be served at 

school.  Consider other options besides food 

for birthday treats such as  pencils, erasers, 

small toys, or stickers.   

Kindergarten Registration 
Kindergarten Registration begins April 4th.  

Please stop by the office and pick up a     

package between the hours of 9am and 2pm.  

Also bring the following documents with you: 

 

Science Fair Update 
Just a reminder that West Annapolis     

Elementary School’s Science Fair is  just 

around the corner.  West Annapolis’s     

Science Fair will be held on Monday March 

26th and Tuesday March 27th in the Media 

Center.  Judging will take place at this 

time.  Science Fair projects are due at 

school on Monday, March 26th in the  

morning.  

Students who have turned in their approval 

and safety forms should begin conducting 

their experiments, gathering data and     

analyzing the data.  This event is optional 

and designed to give students an                   

Kindergarten Highlights 
 Language Arts 

 The Kindergarten will be moving into a 

Weather unit for the remainder of the 

theme- Power in Our World. 

Your children are learning how to decode 

unknown words so, allow them some think 

time before helping them with a word they 

do not know. The books we are working 

with are beginning to include more details 

and the children are  answer-

ing comprehension questions (based on 

those details) in class. You can support 

that learning by asking questions about 

stories that you read with them. Ask about 

the setting, the character's feelings, why 

the author wrote the story, etc. See if they 

can give you a summary of the story or 

break the story down into 3 main parts. 

Make sure that their answer matches your 

question.  

Math 

We are beginning to learn how to add and 

subtract. At this point, we are 

not concerned about memorizing the facts 

but actually understanding what 

those processes mean- what is               

really  happening when you add and      

subtract as well as how this can be used in 

everyday life.  

Science and Social Studies: 

We will focus most of our time on 

studying the weather. Students will 

learn how  weather changes from 

season to   season, how the sun    

effects weather, how weather is   

measured, and how extreme weather 

occurs.  

Students will also have the opportunity to 

visit the USA Science and Engineering    

Festival on Friday, April 6th in Washington, 

D.C. Be on the look-out for permission slips 

and opportunities to volunteer. We would 

love a lot of parent support to keep the 

groups small.  

 Lease or Mortgage statement 

 Utility Bill 

 Original Birth Certificate 

 Immunization records 

opportunity to have FUN with science.        

Parents please mark your calendars for the 

Science Fair parent night and West              

Annapolis awards which will be held on     

Tuesday, March 27th from 5:30-6:15pm in the 

West Annapolis Media Center. 

If you would like to read further about this 

policy, please go to www.aacps.org and click 

on Nutrition and Wellness Policies.  Thank 

you for your adherence to this policy. 
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Grade 1 Highlights 

Grade 2 Highlights 
Many thanks to all the parents who made 

our Valentine’s parties so wonderful. All of 

our students had a fantastic time! 

In math, students will be using place value 

understanding to add and subtract two and 

three digit numbers, with and with-

out regrouping. Please continue               

reviewing addition and subtraction facts with 

your child. 

 Second graders are reading 

about storytellers and learning about      

Native Americans and how they use        

storytelling. 

 Students will be writing an opinion essay, 

giving a book of their choice a "book award" 

they create. 

We are looking forward to the science fair 

and can't wait to hear presentations from our 

second grade scientists! 
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Grade 4 Highlights 
Reading::  

We are moving our focus on to more literary 
texts.  Students will read and analyze stories 
about our unit theme of change. We will also 
be working on comparing characters,  set-
tings,  and themes among various pieces. 
They will need to be able to write an essay 
explaining how a theme is supported 
throughout the text.  

Writing:   

We are now in our opinion writing unit. We 
will be analyzing strong arguments and how 
to formulate an opinion essay and speech. 
They students will be voting on a topic that 
is of high interest to them and participating 
in a debate.  

I will miss each and every one of your        
children while I am out on maternity leave. I 
know they are in good hands!! I cannot wait 
to see the amount of growth they have      
attained by the end of the school year!  

Math:   

Students will focus their understanding on 
multiplying a whole number by a fraction. 
Students will use the number line and area 
model strategies to multiply whole numbers 

by unit and non-unit fractions. Toward the 
end of the unit, students will apply these 
newly learned strategies to solve                 
multiplicative comparison and real-world 
type problems. 

Science:  

Students will be learning about the transfer of 
energy in various forms.  In this month's unit, 
students will be experimenting with the 
transfer of energy when a moving objects 
collide with a stationary object and 
with moving objects. 

Social Studies: 

Students will investigate the role Maryland 
played in the War of 1812. 

Grade 5 Highlights 

Science - We have been working on creating a 

food web including how humans affect the 

food web and how it can get out of balance.  

Math -In our next unit students will learn 

that geometric shapes have properties that 

allow them to be put into categories. This 

unit extends students’ prior knowledge of 

using spatial reasoning skills to discuss and 

categorize two-dimensional shapes by      

focusing on attributes of shapes. It is        

essential for students to see the relationships 

between shapes as hierarchical, for example 

rectangles all have 4 sides, but not all 4 sided 

shapes are rectangles.  

Reading and Writing—For our read aloud a 

we will continue working through texts that 

Grade 3 Highlights 
We're looking forward to warmer weather 
around the corner.  Thank you for your 
participation in our Valentine's Day       
Party.  The students had a wonderful time. 

Language Arts:  In writing we are            
continuing to write persuasive speeches 
about problems we see in our community 
as well as things we find "noteworthy."  We 
will continue to focus on using proper  
conventions.  In reading we will be reading 
both poetry and nonfiction texts with a 
focus on central message. 

Math: Students are learning how to       
decompose and multiply larger numbers 

using the  distributive property. We will be 
revisiting fractions; comparing and finding 
equivalent fractions.  

Students should be studying their last 3 
facts; the nines, eights, and sevens for                
mastery.  Please work with your child every 
night for a few minutes to achieve mastery.  

Science: We are currently studying 

the science of genetics and                          

environmental   influences - like climate 

change - on plants and animals. 

Social Studies: Students have been learning 

about natural, capital and human resources. 

We've also been discussing budgeting and 

why we make economic choices. 

  

relate to the American revolution.  

We are also continuing to work through our 

William and Mary units on analyzing literary 

texts that relate to patterns of change or  cyclic 

patterns of change. Throughout this unit we 

will be reading poetry and short  stories. In 

writing we will be analyzing poetry and       

comparing themes and setting of various   

poems. 
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Physical Education Highlights 
Grades 3-5 

Individual, partner and small group 

tennis skills. 

Fitnessgram preparation activities 

5th grade will complete their Perfomance 

Benchmark for striking with a 

short-handled implement. 

Short and Long Jump Rope  

Combining beginner and                    

intermediate jump rope skills 

 Grades K-2 

2nd grade will complete their           

Performance Benchmark for overhand 

throw and their cognitive benchmark. 

Individual and partner Striking Skills using 

paddles and racquets  

Beginner tennis skills 

Jump rope skills progression 

Tagging and Fitness Activities 

Art Highlights 
Special Announcements:   

 Congratulations to Kelsi R. who had 
her metallic landscape reprinted in the 
AAC Public Library System newsletter. 

 Congratulations to Erin D, Zach E., 
Marc B, and Tessa C. who had their art  
selected to go on display at the Many Ways 
of Seeing exhibit. 

Exhibit runs from March 12th- 26th at the 
Walters Art Gallery in Baltimore 

 This year to celebrate Youth Art Month 
(YAM) the Annapolis Cluster 
of elementary schools will display their 
work at Studio 39 in Annapolis.  The 
exhibit will run from March 16-

23rd.  It will feature various works from 
West Annapolis students as well as 
works form other ES schools in the  
Annapolis cluster. 

 I will be working as co-director at the 
AACPS funded art camp, Art Trek at        
Arlington Echo. This is a fantastic time for 
students interested in art 
to receive supplemental art lessons that 
are environmentally based. 

 Applications can be found online using 
the following link.   Click on camps, Art Trek. 

http://www.arlingtonecho.org/camps/art-
trek.html 

 

Save the Date:   

This is a ways away but 4th grade will take a 
trip to the National Gallery of art on Friday, 
May 25.   Please plan accordingly so your 
4th  grader can attend.   

Projects for March:   

5th: Alebrije/ Gargoyle Ceramic Sculptures 

4th: Aztec Suns with Kuna Mola Frame 

3rd: Rajasthani Toran Hangings  

2nd: Hubble Telescope inspired mixed media 
galaxies 

1st: Sumi- e Painted Japanese Kimono Dolls 

K: Sumi- e Painted Japanese Kimono Dolls 

Special Education Highlights 
After attending an informative technology 
workshop for differentiated instruction we 
will be trying some new technology in the 
classroom and some that you can try at 
home. Here are some of the free websites 
and/or apps that have great resources for 
our students. 

http://www.storybird.com A great website 
that taps your child's creative writing side. 
It allows kids to create stories, picture 
books and poetry using images they have 

chosen. 

http://www.bighugelabs.com A fun website 
that helps you do cool stuff with you digital 
photos. 

http://www.fodey.com make a newspaper 
clipping with your own headline and story.  

http://www.voicethread.com give your 
student's project a voice or listen to other 
students 

http://www.wordle.com This                          
website  generates “word clouds” from text that 
you provide. The clouds give greater          
prominence to words that appear more       
frequently in the source text.  

http://www.tagxedo.com this website also 
creates word clouds  

Technology is ever-changing but there are 
many different websites that are great for our 
students.  

Music Highlights 
March is “Music In Our Schools Month”, 
a   national emphasis month created 
to recognize the importance of having       
music  education in our                                 
public schools.   Music education has been 
found to have a direct effect on                   
reading,    learning and test scores. In schools, 
music incorporates all of the thinking skills 
along with reading and at the same time   
provides another “language” for students to 
communicate their ideas and emotions. Music 
challenges students to think about and      
respond to themselves and the world of    
experience in many ways. It cultivates skills 
and discipline. Music helps children          

understand their own culture as well as others. 
Music allows students to discover  creative ways 
of thinking about questions and problems.   
Research has confirmed 
that music  education  strengthens                  
academic performance. 
General Music: 

· Our unit of study for the month of March is 
TONE COLOR (the sounds of music). We will be 
using our thinking and listening skills to identify 
the different families of  instruments (strings, 
percussion, brass, and woodwind), compare/
contrast these instruments and classify them 
into families and order or  arrange instruments 
within each family. 

 Strings: 

· Strings students in 3rd grade 
will  continue  reinforcing their basic                    
playing technique while becoming more fluent in 
note reading. 4th and 5th grade string students will 
focus on various on  various bowing styles 
to produce different articulations. 

Dates on the horizon: 

3rd Grade Cultural Arts Showcase: Tuesday, March 
20th 

Music Department Trip: Saturday, May 12th 
2nd Grade ASO Field Trip:  WED, May 9th 
Spring Concert: Tues May 15th 

http://www.arlingtonecho.org/camps/art-trek.html
http://www.arlingtonecho.org/camps/art-trek.html
http://www.storybird.com
http://www.bighugelabs.com
http://www.fodey.com
http://www.voicethread.com
http://www.wordle.com
http://www.tagxedo.com
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Reading Office Highlights 
Did you know that Friday, March 2nd is 

Read Across America Day?  Read 

Across America is an annual motivational 

event that encourages every child to     

celebrate reading on March 2, which also 

happens to be the birthday of beloved 

children’s author Dr. Seuss.  This day has 

come to be the largest celebration of  

reading in our whole country.   

Motivating children to read is one of the 

most important factors in creating       

lifelong readers and successful              

students.  These readers tend to perform 

better in school, have higher vocabularies, 

and develop higher level thinking skills, 

all from thinking and talking about their 

reading. 

We will help celebrate Read Across 

America with our very own Reading 

Awards Assembly and guest              

readers!  Our guest readers are helping 

classrooms celebrate on Thursday, 

March 1 and our Reading Awards       

Assembly will be Monday, March 

5.  Thank you to all who volunteered to 

read aloud in a classroom.  And 

a  special thanks to our wonderful and 

generous PTA for all the support and 

funding behind the Read-A-Thon and 

Reading Incentive Program.    Stay 

tuned for our reading award winners, 

which will be published in next month’s 

newsletter.    

Happy Reading! 

Speech & Language Highlights 

Prompting Language with Books: 
READ! READ! READ! 

Read to your child often. It will build 
his vocabulary. 

Books motivate children to               
communicate and, when parents       
respond to what the child is interested 
in, it helps the child learn new words. 

When you read a book with your child, 

abandon your agenda. Let your child 
lead, and talk about whatever interests 
him or her. 

When you read with your child, explain 
what new words mean by providing 
explanations, having a brief               
conversation about the word and    
pointing to the pictures. 

Reading books with your child exposes 
him to new words used in grammatical 

sentences. 

When you read with your child, show 
your interest by engaging in positive 
conversations. 

Laurie Edwards, SLP 

The Hanen Centre  

Counselor Highlights 

Ideas for Students who are home 
sick with the virus or flu: 

 Write/Email their grandmother/

grandfather 

 Read a book 

 Start a journal (Does not have to be a 

daily activity ) Could be for art, write 

their own stories or plays 

 Do a puzzle 

 Research something they are  

         curious about 

 Make a craft 

 Catch up on a hobby 

 Play a game of cards (solo) 

 Listen to music 

 Color 
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PTA Highlights 
Spring is near! 

Thank you to all those who participated 
in the Read A Thon.  Together our   
students read over 1,600 hours.  In 
addition, West Annapolis ES students 
raised over $3,490 for a new Chrome 
Book Cart filled with laptops.  An  
anonymous donor generously donated 
the difference in money raised to     
ensure we could buy enough computers 
to fill the cart.   

Chess Club, Nature Nuts, Overtime 

Athletics, and Yoga continue this month. 

In late February a group of constituents 
met with Bess Langbein, West Annapolis 
ES parent and co-owner of Due East 
Partners, to create a draft of a new     
strategic plan for the PTA.  We will share 
our draft at the March 13th PTA Meeting.  
We hope you can join us at 7:00 pm in 
the Media Center.   

On March 23rd please join WAES families 
at the Brigade Ice Rink for a night of fun 
on skates.  Watch the Tuesday Folder for 

more information.  

The Talent Show will be on April 20th.  
If your student would like to participate 
have them start thinking about their act 
now…all levels of talent welcome!  
Watch for details in the Tuesday folder 
later this month. 

Want to hear from PTA more regularly 
than this monthly newsletter?  Visit our 
website www.WAES.my-pta.org and 
sign up to receive our weekly email, 
“The Retriever Report.”   

 

Media Highlights 
This March Kindergarten 1st and 2nd 

grade will be learning about computer 

science by completing lessons on 

Code.org. While 3rd 4th and 5th grade 

will learn how to create projects with 

the web based computer programing 

site Scratch.  Computer science      

literacy is a very important part of our 

students becoming a 21st century 

learner.  

Please encourage your 4th and 5th 
grade students to continue to read and 

answer questions for our Black-
Eyed Susan program.  

February V.I.R.’s- 
Each month, classroom teachers will pick a trait or a behavior that the class will concentrate on for that 

month. Some examples are perseverance, cooperation, responsibility. The classroom teacher will then pick a 

student that has exemplified that trait throughout the month. This student will be named a V.I.R. - Very 

Important Retriever. The students will be recognized with a certificate that will be displayed in our gym 

lobby showcase. They will also have their names announced on the morning announcements and in the 

monthly newsletter. The V.I.R. will also be able to bring in a small item to display with their certificate. 

Some examples include pictures of family, pictures of pets, a favorite stuffed animal, or an award or trophy 

that the student is proud of.  

I am proud to announce the following V.I.R.s for the month of February:  

 

Emma A.   Mrs. Miller’s Class    Riley D.  Mrs. McLaughlin’s Class  

Max D.   Mrs. Ganey’s Class    Toby C.   Mrs. Thorn’s Class  

Jesse O.   Mrs. Riley’s Class    Jalen G.   Ms. Galyon’s Class  

Maiya O.   Mrs. Stanley’s Class    Graham B.   Mrs. Taneyhill’s Class  

Reagan S.   Mrs Kegley’s Class    Teddy S.   Mrs. Portocarrero’s Class  

Gabriel M.   Mrs. Minzak’s Class  

     

     

     

     

http://www.waes.my-pta.org/









